
Baptism Sunday 
September 4 

 
� 2 

Baptisms 
Continued 

� 3 

Beachcombers 
Friendship Night 

by Cindy Matsuda 

 
 
� 4 

Family News 
Mission Field 

� 5 

FYI: Events 
Calendar 

� 6 

Fall Quarter 
Community 

Groups Start Up 

 
� 7 

GVBC 2011 
Harvest Festival 

 
� 7 

Inside this issue: 

   SPIRIT 

Gardena Valley Baptist Church 

GV BC PU R PO SE  
ST A T EMEN T 

At GVBC, we seek to glor ify 
God by: 
~ reaching the world for Christ 

~uniting as His family 
~worshiping Him with our liv es 
~growing in Christ-l ike character 
~and serving others in lov e. 
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D 
ear Church Family,  

For those of you who didn’t know, I’ve started working 
full-time at a local Christian school (in addition to my part-
time position here at church) as a junior high Bible teacher 
and I absolutely love it!  It’s really refreshing to be around 

young kids who say exactly what’s on their minds and have a certain level 
of innocence in their faith and view of God. 

I’ve also enjoyed some of the awkward moments of the junior high 
experience such as seeing kids line up against a wall and wait to be picked 
to be on a team, all the while, knowing certain kids would get picked last as 
they usually do. 

For some reason, this ordeal reminded me of how radical and 
revolutionary it was for Jesus in his process of picking who would be on his 
team. Jesus was a religious leader. He was a rabbi, a teacher. They would 
have considered him like a scribe. I mean, he’s a bit of a rock star. He’s 
filling up synagogues all over the region of Galilee. People are coming out 
and Jesus could have chosen the most amazing school of Pharisees. He 
could have picked the wealthiest people, the most ambitious kids, he could 
have gone for them because at the height of his popularity, everybody 
wanted to be on his team. 

So who does he pick?  Among the others on his team, we see in Mark 2, 
Jesus picks from among the sinners and tax collectors — a man named 
Levi. It’s pretty unbelievable because nobody else would’ve picked Levi to 
be a disciple but that’s exactly what Jesus did. 

And here’s what’s amazing. Some of us Christians think, “God picked me. I 
must be special.” No, actually, we’re more like Levi than we think. We’re 
told in 1 Corinthians 1:26-31 that God chose the lowly, the weak, the 
despised, the things that are not to shame the things that are. See, God 
picks us because he wants to show his power through our weaknesses 
and inabilities.  And, there’s something freeing about this because it’s not 
about our performance as much as it’s about his choosing and his calling 
for us to be on his team in spite of ourselves. 

For a guy like me, I’m really thankful for that and I hope you are too. 

For Him Alone, 

Chris Koga 
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Hi, my name is Kent Hirano and I am 13 years old. I accepted Christ 
when I was about four years old. I grew up in the church and 
attended Sunday school, but I never really was interested in the 
Bible. That all changed when I was in the fourth grade. 

In the early morning of February 20, 2008 my auntie passed away. 
She died while I was sleeping. That’s when God revealed Himself to 
me in a miraculous way. 

Early that morning I had a dream. I was in the Farmer’s Market and 
there was a white fog around me. I could still see one-story buildings 
around me and, as I was walking along the path, my auntie walked by. 
But she was not hunched over or walking slowly like she had for so long 

because of her cancer. She walked upright and at a regular pace. I remember her looking 
stronger and her saying, “Now I feel better.” 

Also, she wasn’t wearing her glasses. She said, “I can see better now.”  It made me feel 
good to see her well again. Then I woke up. My auntie passed away at 5:45 a.m. I had my 
dream and woke up at 5:50 a.m. 

I think God gave me this dream to reassure me that my auntie was in heaven and to build 
my faith. Now, whenever I doubt that God is there, I just think about the dream He gave me 
and I know He is there with me. This was a help to me when one month later my friend, 
Dale, passed away. From then on, I have been striving to learn more about God and to 
keep growing in Him. 

Now, I feel God is with me all the time and hears my prayers. At church camp we learned 
you never stop growing in your faith and there is always room to improve in many places. I 
know I am a sinner, but I also know Jesus Christ died on the cross to forgive my sins so I 
may be in heaven with Him. And, I am getting baptized today to show you that I truly 
believe these things. 

BAPTISM SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 4 

PASTOR DANIEL MATSUDA OFFICIATED 

HEADSHOT PHOTOS BY PASTOR STEVE LANGLEY 

BAPTISM PHOTOS TAKEN BY JAMIE MORISAKI 

Jenna Ikemoto 

I first accepted Christ when I was young during VBS at my other 
church, Calvary Chapel South Bay. But I didn’t know God very well 
since I was only in kindergarten and I got a little forced into it from my 
friend. 

After that, I got a little closer with God. Then, on one Sunday my fifth 
grade teacher from Calvary, Ms. Sandra, went over our memory 
verse which was John 3:36. It says, “Whoever believes in the Son 
has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see li fe, for God’s 
wrath remains on him.” 

The verse made me feel a change in my heart so, after the service, I asked my 
teacher to help me accept Him as Savior and I really meant it. 

The memory verse that I think is my favorite is Isaiah 41:10 which says, “So do not 
fear for I am with you; do no be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you 
and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” 

Also, John 3:36 is my favorite which is the verse that made me change and will let 
me be with the Lord. 
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Good morning, my name is Michael Hill and I am going to tell you my personal 
testimony of how I came to know Christ and about my faith in Him now. 

All my life I lived in a Christian home, but it wasn’t until the fourth grade when my 
mother asked me if I wanted to ask Jesus into my life and I said, yes. So, we 
prayed the prayer and that was my first acceptance of Jesus Christ as my Lord 
and Savior. I was very glad to make my decision, but it didn’t yet change my 
behavior. For example, when we went to church, we sang traditional music. When 
it was only one-gender singing, I would exaggerate my voice just to be funny. I 
was still a kid who just tried to make everything funny no matter what. That was 
my number one priority in life, not Christ. Praying before meals and going to 
church were the only times I thought about God. 

In fifth grade, I had a teacher with a strong faith in God. He always put on 
Christian music, told inspiring stories of his former students’ faith, and always told us, even if we decide to do 
horrible in school, we still keep our faith in Jesus. At first, when he played Christian music, I just fooled around. 
However, I soon realized I was making a fool out of myself and I also needed to take my faith more seriously. 
And, I finally realized how important it was to ask Jesus for forgiveness and to turn away from sin. 

So one night that year, I decided to rededicate my life to Christ. No one knew at the time. That’s when 
sanctification started to take place. I started to change my lifestyle. I tried to be more Christ-like. It was a slow 
process, but sanctification is something which doesn’t stop until you leave earth. God’s given me wisdom, 
knowledge, and a desire to know Him even more. He has blessed me with my youth groups and the youth 
retreats I go to with GVBC They have helped me grow in my faith. I am grateful He will always shed His love 
and mercy when I stumble. He is still working through me and I know He will use me to do great things. I’m 
truly thankful for all the blessings He has poured on me. 

BAPTISMS CONTINUED 

Lynn Kohana Nishikawa 

I grew up in a non-Christian family with no Christian influence until the end of 
eighth grade. During my brother’s [Kei Nishikawa] junior year, he was brought 
out to GVBC by one of his friends and attended Friday nights regularly. One 
night he invited me and I decided to go with him. I honestly did not go to learn 
about God, but to hang out with my brother. It wasn’t until summer camp of 
2008 that I truly opened my heart to God. During summer camp, I learned 
about God’s love. I remember, for the first time in a while, I felt like I wasn’t 
alone and it was because of the comfort He gave me that I accepted Jesus 

Christ as my Lord and Savior. 

I thought, once I had God in my life, my life would instantly become easier. But everyone knows it’s like any 
other relationship — 50/50. You have to meet Him halfway. 

In these past years, God really taught me a lot. One of the things I learned is God finds beauty in brokenness. I 
come from a broken family. My dad passed away when I was five and it was one of the hardest things I had to 
deal with I my life. Since I was so young, I didn’t understand what was going on. I would find myself asking my 
mom when daddy was coming home and there were countless nights where I cried myself to sleep. I 
constantly felt angry, but I didn’t know who I was angry at. So, I took it out on my family, especially my mom. 

This past GVBC youth summer camp’s theme was “Homework.” I was really uneasy about the theme, but my 
friend pushed me to go so I did. At camp I opened my heart little-by-little every day. One day we were asked to 
bring a rock to evening session and little did we know that rock was going to represent our biggest burden. 
That night I felt as though God was calling me to surrender my dad’s death to Him and let Him have complete 
control over it. For the past 12 years of my life, I’ve just been living with it and I never accepted my dad’s death 
until that night. Through my experience with my dad’s death, God used me to sit by my friend’s side and 
comfort her and give her words of encouragement. 

God found beauty in my brokenness and used it to glorify Him. It helped me understand the question I always 
had for Him, why me?  Honestly, at first I didn’t feel like I was worth it or good enough to get baptized, but it’s 
not about being good enough. It’s a symbol of renewal, giving your li fe to God and living to glorify Him. And 
that’s what I plan to do. 
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BEACHCOMBERS FRIENDSHIP NIGHT 

BY CINDY MATSUDA (PICTURED ON RIGHT) 
PHOTOS BY SILVIO CARRARA 

Beachcomber’s Friendship Night took place on 
Thursday, August 18. The Evangelism Ministry 
hosted this fun, beach-themed outreach to reach our unsaved friends and 
the community. Many GVBCers brought friends and family and some came 
as the result of the ad in the Gardena Valley News. 

One 10-year-old boy helped with setup of tables and decorating and brought 
his whole family.  There were 175 people who came to Beachcomber’s 
Friendship Night. Over 50 children, youth and adults helped with decorating, 
preparing and serving food, greeting and mingling with guests, exhibiting 
their hobbies and talents, helping with games and crafts and performing 
music and hula. It was a wonderful experience, serving as one body of 
Christ. 

An added blessing was to have four members from the Church of the 
Servant King come and help with decorating. Their mission is to encourage 
other churches by serving. The evening started off with fun games and crafts 
for children and youth, yummy food and ice cream and fabulous hobby 
exhibits. This gave us opportunities to meet and interact with our guests. 
Following this, we had special music and hula. The Beachcomber program 
was hosted by our AWESOME Master of Ceremonies, David Cheng. Some 
of our entertainers were the Ukulele Jammers, Gary Yoshiba and Robert 
Hirano, Wendy Katagi, Hannah Katagi, Kayla Cortez, Akua Ohana Ohula 
and Kalana Ka Hale Kula ‘O Na Pua ‘O Ka ‘aina, and the adult women’s 
choir. 

Our main goal was to personally connect with our guests and befriend them. 
Throughout the evening, our Beachcomber helpers greeted and mingled with 
guests. Some of these highlights: 

� All our exhibitors talked to guests about their craft or hobby. Silvio 
Carrara, at his photography table, was able to sign people up for his 
target photography group. 

� Marianne Matsuda [Cindy’s mother] also got a few signups for her 
Ukulele class. Cyril Nishimoto met two of her students and they 
remarked that Marianne was a true Christian. 

� Two of our relatives were so impressed with the whole event, my cousin 
would like to take Ukulele lessons from my mother and my Aunty would 
like to start attending GVBC. 

� One exhibitor said the opportunity to man two exhibits made him feel 

more connected to our church. 

Overall, Beachcomber’s Friendship Night brought all ages of our church 
together to serve as one family. The guests who came were welcomed and 
so glad they came. As a church, we were a witness of God’s love and care to 
them. 

On behalf of the Evangelism Ministry, I would like to extend my thanks and 
appreciations to all those who helped with Beachcomber’s Friendship Night. 
All of you did a great job reaching out to all our guests. You extended your 
hand of friendship to them. We also like to thank Pastor Daniel Matsuda and 
the Youth Ministry for providing safety and helping with youth games. 

Thank you, 
Cindy Matsuda 

Evangelism Ministry Chairperson 

Exhibits 

Entertainment 

Balloons by Linda Hayashi and 

her daughter Grace 
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Our prayers and condolences go out to: 
� Rick Taira and family in the passing of his mother, Yoshiko, who passed away on Saturday, September 3. A 

memorial service was held at GVBC on Thursday night, September 15 and the internment service was held at 
Green Hills Memorial Park on Saturday, September 17. Pastor Daniel Matsuda officiated. 

New Baby Announcements 
 
� Congratulations to Brian & Allison Lo in the birth of their baby girl, Elise Megumi [pictured at left] 
who was born on Wednesday, September 14 at 12:39 a.m. Elise was 7 lbs 5 oz and 19½ inches long 
[photo by Jen Fuj Photography]. 
 
 
 

� Congratulations to Kiyo & Yoko Amano in the birth of their baby girl, Marisa Grace 
[pictured at right] who was born on Monday, September 19 at 8:40 a.m. Marisa was     
7 lbs, 11 oz, 20½ inches long. Their small group, led by Pastor Daniel and Linda 
Matsuda, had given them a baby shower the night before, Sunday, September 18, just 
in the nick of time!  Marisa has a big brother, Taisei Elijah. 

 
Letters from our family 
� Dear Pastor Steve, Pastoral Staff and Church Body, Words cannot express the love and support you all have 

graciously bestowed upon Wesley and our entire family during his 11 days in the hospital. Sometimes, we can 
look back on time spent in the hospital as a completely negative experience. Not us. Though I’m sure Wes would 
never, ever want to go through the surgeries and weeks of recovery again, I constantly saw God’s hand in 
everything related to his hospitalization. The Pastoral Staff called us, texted us, visited us countless times as 
well as prayed for us and over Wes. Their words of encouragement and all kinds of support will never be 
forgotten. The GVBC church body prayed and we received many notes, kind thoughts and prayers during and 
after the hospitalization. Often during the 11 days, we needed guidance in decision making. In every instance, 
God provided the perfect person to come along and visit us at that one specific moment. It happened over and 
over again. That’s not chance or coincidence. That’s God. All praises to you, Lord!!  In closing, we just want to 
say, thank you church and thank you Lord for all the love, support and prayers. In Jesus Precious Name, Gerry, 
Eltheia, Wesley & Jason Shiozaki 

� Dear Friends, On behalf of the City of Gardena, we would like to extend our thanks for your bountiful donation of 

$500 [from our LOVE Fund]. Your support of our Emergency Food Pantry Program is vital in allowing us to 
continue in our mission to ease hunger in Gardena. Your group exemplifies what community service is about. 
We are proud to partner with you. May we continue in this unique partnership and work toward ending hunger. 
Sincerely, Deryl Lloyd, Superintendent of Recreation/Human Services/Building Maintenance, by Lydia S. James, 
Community Services Counselor 

FAMILY NEWS 

Jim and Leta Van Meter 

Over the summer, the Van Meters participated in the Kansas City training for the team going 
to the Middle East. 

One day, the heat index rose as high as 115 degrees!  It brought back memories of li fe in the 
tropics. It also brought back memories of the Van Meters' own pre-field training a few 
decades ago. A highlight of the session was meeting the only known believer from the 
unreached people group to whom the Middle East team will be evangelizing. In humbleness 
this individual declined the honorarium for his linguistic and cultural services.  "Oh, I'm doing 
this for Jesus!" he proclaimed. 

Please pray for the Van Meters as they attend the Anatomy of the Soul Retreat at the Potter's 
Inn in Divide, Colorado from October 7 to 9. Also, pray as they attend the Mission 
Commission Tri-Annual Gathering in Swabisch Gmund, Germany from November 3 to 11. 

MISSION FIELD 
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CONTACT: office (310) 323-5683. 
EMAIL: gvbc@gvbc.net [put your 
event in the subject line]. You can 
also contact event leaders directly. 

WEBSITE: www.gvbc.net 
� Gardena Heritage Festival 

The evangelism ministry invites you to help at the 
GVBC booth on Saturday, October 1, different shifts 
available from 7:15 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Ken 
Nakaoka Center in Gardena. Help with representing 
GVBC, giving out Harvest Festival flyers, Christian 
literature, candies and making balloon animals. To 
sign up contact Cindy Matsuda. Email her at 
hopecindymatsuda@gmail.com or contact her 
through the church office. 

� M.O.M. (Mexico Outreach Mission) Dates 

� Saturday, Oct 1 Tijuana 

� Friday, Dec. 16 to Sunday, Dec.18, San Telmo 
NOTE: a U.S. passport is required. Spanish is helpful, 
but not required. Contact Teresa Matsushima via the 
church office or email her at: 
treesaw47@sbcglobal.net. 

� JEMS Ladies Luncheon 

Saturday, October, 8 from 8:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at 
Wintersburg Presbyterian Church in Santa Ana. The 
luncheon is $12 per person. Deadline: Registration due 
by Sunday, October 2. There are 12 craft classes and 
two seminars to choose from. You can pick two 
sessions. Registration forms in the Narthex. 

� Getting to Know Us Luncheon 

Sunday, October 9, right after 2nd service, room 113. If 
you have been attending GVBC for a year or less, 
come meet some of our Pastoral Staff and Board 
members.  Feel free to ask questions about GVBC. To 
sign up, check off the “Getting to Know Us” box on your 
Connection form or call or email the office. 

� Write Your Faith Story 

Learn to share and write your faith story with Cyril 
Nishimoto on Sunday, October 9 from 12:30 — 2:30 
p.m. in room 218. Bring your own lunch. To sign up, 
contact Cyril Nishimoto. Email him at cynish@aol.com. 

� Men’s Retreat 

Saturday, October 15 to Sunday, October 16. The 
2011 GVBC Men's Retreat will at Victory Ranch. 
Speaker will be Pastor Thien Doan of CityLights 
Church. Our theme is “The Transforming Power of 
God. For information, contact Dave Uratsu at 
dturatsu@aol.com or Kent Komae at 
kkomae@aol.com or call them via the office. 

� The Great California Shakeout (Earthquake) 

Thursday, October 20 from 9:45 — 11:30 a.m. at the 
GVBC Community Hall. GVBC will join 7 million 
Californians as we "drop, cover and hold" and learn to 
better prepare ourselves for a major earthquake. This is 
an exercise with exhibits. Invite your friends and family 
to the GVBC Shakeout. To sign up contact Cindy 
Matsuda. Email her at hopecindymatsuda@gmail.com. 

� Winning the Job Search Seminar 

Saturday October 29, 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. This 
FREE seminar is a great opportunity for those facing 

Friday Night KidZone Events 
7:00 — 8:30 p.m. Community Hall 

First to Fifth Grade 
September 30 — Shuffleboard 
 

October 7 — Bean Bag Golf 
October 14 — Dodge Bowling 
October 21 — Sockey 
 

For info contact Susan Wakuta, ext. 689 
email: susan@gvbc.net 

layoffs or those pursuing employment during the 
recession. We’ll discuss topics such as: overview of the 
current job market, designing a plan of action, effective 
research, networking, resumes/cover letters, follow-up, 
interview skills, and mental issues (fear, anxiety, 
depression). Also, we’ll have a question and answer 
time. To register or for info go to: 
winthejobsearch.eventbrite.com. 

� GVBC Tour sponsored by the Prime Timer’s 

DEADLINE to pay & register: Sunday, October 30. 
Newport Harbor Christmas Boat Parade & Dinner, 
Thursday, December 15. Cost $109 per person. Dinner 
at the Five Crowns in Corona Del Mar, evening cruise 
in the Newport Harbor Christmas Boat Parade, 
Rodgers Gardens “Christmas Fantasy.” Tour leaves 
GVBC at 1:45 p.m., returns approx. 10 p.m. 
Register at the information table in the Courtyard after 
the worship services or contact: Richard or Keiko 
Imatomi. 

� Harvest Festival Monday, October 31 (See article on 

page 7) 
� Standard Time begins Sunday, November 6, Fall 

Fall 180 High School Friday Night Series 
7:00 — 9:00 p.m. 

Room 220 
September 30 — James 3:13-18, True Wisdom 
 

October 7 — Glow in the Dark in the Park (Fun outreach 
activity) 

October 14 — James 4:1-10; Submit to God 
October 21 — James 4:11-17; Slander and Boasting 
October 28 — Worship Night (set up for Black Light Maze 

for Harvest Festival on Monday, Oct. 31—
opportunity to serve 

 

November 4 — James 5:1-6, Warning to the Rich 
November 11 — James 5:7-12, Patience 
November 18 — James 5:13-20, Power of Prayer (180 

Sleepover) 
November 25 — Service project: Operation Christmas 

Child shoeboxes 
 

December 2 — “A Prodigal Christmas” musical 
 

For info contact Daniel Matsuda, ext. 681 
email: daniel@gvbc.net 
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Issue 18 will be uploaded to the website on Wednesday, October 5. 

Hard copies available on Friday, October 7 in the Narthex and 

Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, October 2. 

Fall Quarter 2011 

Community Groups 

Start Up 

Our Fall Quarter Community Groups 
begin the week of October 2 and will run 
for seven weeks until the week of Sunday 
November 13. 

Join us as all of our groups go through 
the “The Hole In Our Gospel” DVD series 
by Richard Stearns, President of World 
Vision. 

Registrations have begun. 

Please contact Annette Kakimoto at: 
Annette@gvbc.net for more details. 

Come join us in Community! 

GVBC 2011 Harvest Festival 
Monday, October 31 

5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

The Annual Harvest Festival is coming and we need your help! 

This is an opportunity to partner with one another to provide a safe environment for children and families 
to enjoy the fall festivities and show the love of Christ within our community. 

Last year we served over 472 children and their families ! 

We’d appreciate it if each family could contribute 1 to 2 bags of individually wrapped candy (unopened 
bags). Candy will be collected in the box in the church Narthex beginning Sunday, October 2. 

We will need the very small, squat pumpkins — probably 150-200 again — as well as bags of red 
apples. 

Help is also needed with setup, clean-up, booth breakdown, candy distribution, costume preparation, 
distribution and laundering, security, and traffic control. 

Setup will be on Sunday, October 30, following the second service. 

On Monday, October 31, doors close at 7:30 p.m., however, the booths will remain open until 8:00 p.m. 
to allow the children enough time to visit the booths. 

If you, your Community Group, or ministry are interested in helping, please contact Susan Wakuta, ext. 
684 or email her at: susan@gvbc.net. 
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�Morning Worship @ 8:45 AM & 10:45 AM 

� Nichigo Japanese-speaking Service @ 10:45AM Rm 201 
 

Sunday, September 25/Right Hand of Fellowship 
Pastor Steve Langley ~ 1 Peter 5 

Our True Enemy & Closing Thoughts on 1 Peter Series 
 

Sunday, October 2/Communion 
Pastor Steve Langley ~ Advent Conspiracy: Worship 

Fully Spend Les, Give More, Love All 
 
 

New Series: The Hole in Our Gospel 
 

Sunday, October 9 
Pastor Steve Langley ~ Where is the Hole? 

 
Sunday, October 16 

Pastor Steve Langley ~ Finding the Hole in Me 
 
English-speaking children’s Sunday school runs 
concurrent with the Worship Services. Nichigo children’s 
Sunday school 9:30am, Room 206. 

┌         ┐ 

Gardena Valley Baptist Church 

1630 W. 158th Street 
Gardena, CA  90247-3712 

Phone: (310) 323-5683 

Web: www.gvbc.net 

E-mail: gvbc@gvbc.net 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/gvbc 


